Background on the University of Michigan Law School


Founded in 1859, the University of Michigan Law School is one of the world’s oldest and most renowned centers of legal education.  Its exceptional faculty, blending a commitment to important original research with an equally strong commitment to excellence in the classroom, has made fundamental contributions to our understanding of law and legal institutions.

Michigan has always been known as a path to opportunity for talented individuals, regardless of race, gender, or family background.  Gabriel Franklin Hargo graduated from the Law School in 1870, making Michigan the second American university to confer a law degree on an African American.  The following year, Sarah Killgore of graduated from the Law School, becoming the first woman in the English-speaking world to be awarded a university law degree.

Each year the Law School receives approximately 3500 applications for an entering class of 340.  In deciding which applicants should be offered admission, the Law School carefully considers every element of each candidate’s application file, looking for evidence of intellectual acuity, commitment to hard work, and public service ethic.  At the same time, the class reflects the diversity of background and experiences that help students acquire and strengthen the intellectual skills critical to the effective practice of law.  The judgment exercised in admissions is affirmed by the quality of the intellectual experience our students enjoy, and by the contributions that our graduates make to our society. 

