LAW STUDENTS FOR DIVERSITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION

EMBARGOED UNTIL




Contact: Darrin Hurwitz
February 17, 2003





(202) 285-2759
      

PRESS RELEASE

OVER 13,000 LAW STUDENTS NATIONWIDE FILE HISTORIC AMICUS BRIEF WITH SUPREME COURT IN SUPPORT OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

13,000+ Students at 139 Law Schools in 41 States and the District of Columbia Sign Brief in Favor of Diversity in Higher Education – Presumably Largest Group of Individual Amici in Supreme Court History Argues That Diversity Imparts Invaluable Educational Benefits to Law Students

Washington, DC – More than 13,000 law students nationwide will file tomorrow with the Supreme Court a historic amicus brief in Grutter v. Bollinger, the University of Michigan Law School affirmative action case to be heard by the Court on April 1, 2003.  The brief, already signed by over 13,000 students at 139 ABA-accredited law schools in 41 states and the District of Columbia, supports the use of race as one of many factors in admissions decisions, arguing that diversity is a compelling governmental interest and that a diverse student body imparts invaluable educational benefits to law students.  The brief likely represents the largest group of individuals to ever join together to file an amicus brief in the history of the Supreme Court.  

David Fauvre, a third-year student at Georgetown University Law Center who led the drafting efforts, explained the motivation behind the brief:  “We want to send a powerful message to the Court, on behalf of thousands of law students across the country, that a diverse student body is vital to our development as effective lawyers.  Students of all races benefit from a diverse student body.  Because the nation’s law students have so much at stake in this decision, we believe it is our duty to demonstrate to the Court the value of diversity from the perspective of those who experience its effects everyday – current law students.”

The brief, drafted by students at Georgetown University Law Center under the guidance of Professors Julie R. O'Sullivan and Peter J. Rubin, argues that a diverse student body exposes all law students to an open, robust, and creative exchange of ideas; and that a heterogeneous student body ensures that law students are not isolated from the wide variety of individuals and institutions that interact with the law.  Professor O’Sullivan is Counsel of Record on the brief.  The drafters tapped into the national networks of organizations including the American Constitution Society, Asian Pacific American Law Students Association, Black Law Students Association, Equal Justice Society, La Alianza, and the National Lawyers Guild.     

 
“Not only is affirmative action constitutionally permissible, but this unprecedented statement from our nation’s law students shows where we stand – in favor of diversity in higher education and in support of affirmative action,” stated Suzy Loftus, one of 69 students at University of San Francisco School of Law who signed the brief.  “We are proud to be a part of this nationwide effort to maintain the quality of legal education in America.”  
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FACT SHEET

· Over 13,000 law students at 139 ABA accredited law schools from 41 states and the District of Columbia have signed on to a Supreme Court amicus curiae brief in favor of diversity in higher education.
· This unprecedented effort to engage law students in the formulation of American constitutional law could represent the largest group of individuals to ever file an amicus brief in the history of the Supreme Court.
· The brief was primarily drafted by students, who called on their own experiences to argue the importance and value of a diverse student body to legal education.  The brief will be submitted to the Supreme Court by Georgetown Law Professors Julie R. O’Sullivan and Peter J. Rubin.  
· Law students engaged the national networks of organizations including the American Constitution Society, Asian Pacific American Law Students Association, Black Law Students Association, Equal Justice Society, La Alianza, and the National Lawyers Guild to gather signatures from law schools across the country.

A list of student organizers across the country who helped gather over 13,000 signatures of law students in favor of diversity in higher education and who are available for comment appears below:

David Fauvre

Georgetown University Law Center

202-550-4635

dfauvre@hotmail.com

Afia Asamoah

Harvard Law School

617-493-2133

aasamoah@law.harvard.edu

Frances Crowe

University of Texas Law School

512-517-8074

franniecrowe@yahoo.com

Suzy Loftus

University of San Francisco Law School

415-385-3394

suzyloftus@hotmail.com

Elora Mukherjee

Yale Law School

203-668-2639

elora.mukherjee@yale.edu

Mike O'Donnell

Boston College Law School

617-869-5888

odonnemt@bc.edu

Myrna Perez

Columbia Law School

212-280-8871
mp861@columbia.edu

Danna Ponce

University of Hawaii Law School

808-261-2315

dannaponce@yahoo.com

Gretchen Rohr

Georgetown University Law Center

202-271-2220

gnr@law.georgetown.edu

Laura Weekly

University of Minnesota Law School

612-237-9431

week0040@tc.umn.edu






