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Colorado Joins 21 States, Industry Leaders, Statesmen

and Former Military Leaders in Support of 

Michigan Admissions Programs


Denver – Colorado Attorney General Ken Salazar today announced that his office will join 21 states in support of the University of Michigan undergraduate and law school admissions programs at issue before the United States Supreme Court. 

Colorado filed a friend of the court brief in support of the University of Michigan along with the following states:  Arizona; California; Connecticut; Illinois; Iowa; Maine; Maryland; Massachusetts; Minnesota; Montana; New Mexico; New York; North Carolina; Oklahoma; Oregon; Rhode Island; Vermont; Washington; West Virginia; Wisconsin.  New Jersey will file its own brief.

“In reviewing the New York brief, and the positions of Secretary of State Colin Powell and others, and based upon communications I’ve had with former president and Colorado resident Gerald Ford, both supporters of the University of Michigan’s admissions policies, I believe it important for Colorado to support the principles argued in the brief,” Attorney General Salazar said. Those principles are:  (1) traditional state sovereignty to establish its own programs within constitutional frameworks; (2) academic freedom to fairly admit qualified applicants of many backgrounds, ideas and appearances reflective of the society in which they will live and contribute; and (3) the compelling state interests of having diverse student bodies within the equal protection parameters as enunciated by Justice Powell in the 1997 U.S. Supreme Court ruling Regents of the University of California v. Bakke.
“The University of Michigan is doing exactly what was recommended in Bakke 25 years ago,” Salazar continued, “Just paying lip service to the principle that an academically-qualified diverse student body that reflects the society our public institutions serve is a ‘paramount’ goal, is not good enough.  Diversity in our student population doesn’t happen because we wish it so.  Achieving diversity requires good faith, affirmative, constitutionally sound, steps.  Our analysis, and that of many, many others, is that the University of Michigan’s admissions processes meet the test.”

The Michigan admission programs focus intensively on the individual merits of each applicant to the school, and emphasize how each individual might contribute in the classroom and to campus life.  Ethnicity is one factor considered in this examination of the applicant. It is weighed to build a student body that reflects a diversity of race and ethnicity, in the same way factors are weighed to build a diversity of geographic, academic, family and subject matter interests, among other concerns.  

“The education of young people in our universities and graduate schools is the single most important engine to propel the success of our state and our Nation in the years to come,” Salazar said.  “It is essential that our colleges and universities are free to fairly admit qualified applicants of many backgrounds, ideas, and appearances, so their students can debate in the academic setting the full range of ideas that are going to carry us into the future. Graduates of these schools must understand the world as it really is, and all the people they encounter in all their diversity. The students in our great colleges and universities and graduate schools will soon become the leaders in our state and in our Nation, and they must learn to understand and respect every person, regardless of background or appearance. These are interests vital to Colorado and to our country,” said Salazar.


The states tell the Supreme Court that a diverse student body in public universities is a compelling government interest.  Just as geographic diversity exposes students to the range of experiences associated with growing up in different places, exposure to an ethnically diverse student body exposes students to the range of experiences and ideas attendant to living as an ethnic minority in this country.  As significantly, this diversity also teaches students the important lesson that a very broad range of ideas exist within any single group of individuals.

Attorney General Salazar has spoken with former President Gerald Ford about the University of Michigan program.  Salazar said, “My position is shared by President Gerald Ford who wrote that ‘the global economy requires unprecedented grasp of diverse viewpoints and cultural traditions. I don't want future college students to suffer the cultural and social impoverishment that afflicted my generation.’”  Salazar’s position is also shared by Secretary of State Colin Powell. And it’s shared by over 50 major corporations such as General Motors, and by former members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and other former top military and civilian defense leaders such as General Norman Schwartzkopf.  The corporations and the former Joint Chiefs have also filed friend of the court briefs to support the University of Michigan.

The states reject claims that the University of Michigan’s admissions programs are unconstitutional quotas. “This is a merit based admissions system,” he said, “founded upon individualized consideration by the school of all the qualities an individual applicant can bring to the campus.  There are no quotas, as indeed there cannot be.” 

Attorney General Salazar is a 1981 graduate of the University of Michigan School of Law.
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