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“We must not turn back.”
200 Veterans of the Southern Civil Rights Movement and Family Members of Civil Rights Murder Victims Tell the Supreme Court to Uphold Affirmative Action
Washington, D.C. Feb. 18.  More than 200 veterans of the Southern Civil Rights Movement and survivors of murdered civil rights leaders and activists Martin Luther King, Jr., Vernon Dahmer, Herbert Lee, Louis Allen, Mickey Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew Goodman are asking the Supreme Court to uphold affirmative action in higher education, and telling the Court, “Don’t reverse the progress we fought and sacrificed for.”  So they say in a Friend of the Court brief to be filed this day in the Michigan Law School affirmative action case, Grutter v. Bollinger. The group warned the High Court “of the grave threat that the attack on affirmative action poses to the enormous (if imperfect) progress made as a result of the great freedom struggle of the 1950s and 1960s.”  

The brief is being filed on behalf of more than 200 civil rights veterans, including Congressman John Lewis, Julian Bond, Coretta Scott King, Ezell Blair, one of original four Greensboro 1960 lunch-counter sit-in participants, Mississippi activist Victoria Gray Adams, Freedom Rider Diane Nash, former SNCC leader Bob Moses and scores of others. (Full list attached.)

In addition to the relatives of murdered rights workers, the group includes “Freedom Riders who were bloodied and nearly killed when a segregationist mob attacked and burned an interstate bus in Anniston, Alabama; civil rights workers who were battered, beaten and jailed when they tried to organize or demonstrate for voting rights; and individuals who lost their jobs, were evicted from their homes and farms, saw their children reviled in school, and suffered other hardship because they fought for the unimpeded exercise of rights that Federal Courts had said African American people possessed.”  

The civil rights veterans “are among those who sacrificed so that our Nation would progress toward becoming a fair, multiracial society,” and told the court that without affirmative action, American might well go back toward the days when people of color were de facto excluded from higher education and from the legal profession.  The group asked the Court “not to turn back from our commitment to remove bias and racial exclusion from American life.” 

	  “The legal profession must not resume its former status as a virtually all-white preserve.”  


The civil rights veterans’ amicus brief also argues that:

· “Bias continues to provide a comparative advantage to the white population as a whole in higher education admissions.  The effects of bias take most minority children out of the running for higher education, thinning out the competitive field for white children.” 

	“Societal bias makes young white students the beneficiaries of the de facto pro-white ‘affirmative action’ of racial discrimination, past and present. “


·  “In a society increasingly multi-racial and multi-cultural, it would be intolerable for the legal profession to be virtually all white.  Our multifarious American populace cannot be adequately served by attorneys and judges who are nearly all members of one racial group.  It is imperative that the legal profession include individuals with insights and orientations that have been shaped by their life experiences as members of groups with different histories and values.”  

· Noting that West Point and Annapolis are committed to affirmative action, the civil rights veterans said:  “The need for an effective, diverse body of lawyers and judges is as essential to the pursuit of justice and to the defense of the Constitution as a diverse set of officers is necessary to the defense of our Nation’s borders.”

· Expressly referring to Justice Clarence Thomas, the civil rights veterans pointed out that the Supreme Court has itself benefited from racial diversity in its membership. 

	 “No one can seriously contend it was entirely a coincidence that the second African American ever to sit on the Supreme Court was selected to fill the vacancy created when the first African American justice retired.  

“How can it be proper for race to be given weight – to be one factor among others – in selecting the members of the highest court in the land, but not in the selection of a class of law school students?”


GROUP SPOKESPERSON: Lawrence Guyot   (202) 332-5157

LEGAL CONTACT: Mitchell Zimmerman   (650) 335-7228 

For the full text of the Brief Amici Curiae of Veterans of the Southern Civil Rights Movement and Family Members of Murdered Civil Rights Activists:  www.fenwick.com/grutteramicus 

Appendix A

Amici Veterans of the Southern Civil Rights Movement

Victoria J. Gray Adams

Emmie Schrader Adams Sandra Adickes

Zev Aelony
Chude Pam Parker Allen

Rev. James Bernard Allen

Henry C. Allen

Henry M. Aronson

Annie Pearl Avery
Jan Bailey

Elaine deLott Baker

Marion Barry

Rita Schwerner Bender

Strider “Arkansas” Benston

Ezell A. Blair, Jr. (now Jibreel Khazan)

Ed  Blankenheim

Julian Bond

Heather Booth

Reber Boult

Peter G. Bourne

Al Bronstein

Owen Brooks

Ed Brown

Joan C. Browning

Mary Brumder

Dorothy Dawson Burlage

Cathy Cade

Carolanne M. Carawan

Guy H. Carawan, Jr.

Ron Carver

Ruth Howard Chambers  

Ben Chaney

Dorie Ladner Churnet

Gloria J. Clark

Leroy D. Clark

Charles Cobb

Debbie Cohen

Ed Cole

Norma Collins

Benjamin Elton Cox

Courtland Cox

Suzanne Crowell

M. Phyllis Cunningham 

Connie Curry

The Vernon Dahmer Family

Gloria Richardson Dandridge

Theresa Del Pozzo
Dave Dennis

John Denvir
Dion Diamond

David Doggett

Ivanhoe Donaldson

Maggie Nolan Donovan

Patricia Stephens Due

John D. Due

Luella Nichols English

Gail Falk

Lewis M. Feldstein

Ralph D. Fertig

Martha A. Field
John M. Flackett

Laura Foner

Robert C. Fox

Jo Freeman

Hardy Frye

Aviva Futorian

Linda J. Gallant

Roberta Galler

Rose Gladney

Miriam Cohen Glickman.  

Karin Kunstler Goldman

Carolyn Goodman

Janice Goodman

Andrew Gordon

Ruth Gramolini

Joanne Grant

Eldri J. Gray

Hunter Gray
Sam Gross

Ira Grupper

Gene Guerrero

Lawrence Guyot

Monica Guyot

Bob Hall

Bruce Hanson

Bruce Hartford

Emily Albrink Hartigan

Casey Hayden
Robert Hayling
Margaret Herring

Roger Hickey

Jan Hillegas

Howard Himmelbaum

Eleanor Holmes-Norton

Faith S. Holsaert

Carol Hinds Horwitz

Charley Horwitz

Tom Houck

Winson Hudson

Alex J. Hurder

Maurice Jackson

Timothy L. Jenkins

June Johnson

Matt Jones

Eric Jones

Marsha Joyner

David Kairys

Parrish Kelley

Coretta Scott King

Mary E. King

Adam Kline

Karen Jo Koonan

Priscilla G. Stephens Kruize
Joyce Ladner

Ken Lawrence

Prince Melson Lee

Rev. Herbert Lee, Jr.

Alan M. Lerner

Eve K. Lesses

Alan Levine

John Lewis

Bill Light

Martha Livingston

Bob Mandel

Fred Mangrum

Pat Margulies

Scott Marshall

Ellen Maslow  

Chuck McDew

Steven McNichols

Roy M. Mersky

Mike Miller

Coleman Miller

Jack Minnis

William Minter

Hayes Mizell

Jane Bond Moore

Bob Moses

Janet Moses

Joan Trumpauer Mulholland

Edmund Nakawatase

Diane Nash

Mary D. Nichols

David Nolan

Claire O'Connor

Hellen O'Neal-McCray

Peter Orris

Nan Grogan Orrock

Shirley Payne Page

Penny Patch

Wazir Peacock

Glen Pearcy

Charles Person

Martha Prescod Norman

Bernice Johnson Reagon

Judy Richardson

Dennis Roberts
Wallace Roberts

Betty Garman Robinson

Reginald Robinson
William L. Robinson

Jimmy Rogers

Avon William Rollins
Howard M. Romaine

Constancia (Dinky) Romilly

James Rowan

David Rudovsky

Mario Marcel Salas

Mendy Samstein

Nancy Samstein

Pat Saunders

Mike Sayer

Stephen A. Schwerner

Rick Seifert
Cleveland L. Sellers, Jr.

Charlotte Shaw

Charles Sherrod  

Shirley Sherrod  

Michael Simmons

Euvester Simpson

Frank Smith

Linda Smith

Scott B. Smith, Jr.

Karen Spellman

Nancy Stearns

Richard Stephenson

Roosevelt Steptoe

Charles E. Steptoe

E.W. Steptoe, Jr.

George M. Strickler

Barbara Swartz

Harriet Tanzman

Sue Thrasher

Joseph Tieger

Pat Vail

Clifford Vaughs

Jerry Von Korff

Thomas W. Wahman

Tamio Wakayama
James H. Williams

Michael F. Wright 

Mel Wulf

Bob Zellner

Dorothy M. Zellner

Mitchell Zimmerman

Howard Zinn

