JOINT STATEMENT BY NATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION LEADERS ON
TODAY'SDECISION BY THE U.S. SUPREME COURT IN GRATZ V.
BOLLINGER AND GRUTTER V. BOLLINGER

Washington, DC (June 23, 2003) - American higher education welcomes today's U.S.
Supreme Court decisions in the two cases before the court addressing admissions at the
University of Michigan--Gratz v. Bollinger and Grutter v. Bollinger. In both cases, the
court not only upheld racial and ethnic diversity as a compelling state interest, but also
reaffirmed the importance of giving colleges and universities leeway in the admissions
process. These decisions enable our institutions to maintain their strong commitment to
be welcoming places to students of all races and walks of life and to continue to pursue a
wide range of legally permissible means of attaining a diverse student body.

In the amicus briefs that we and some 50 other higher education associations filed with
the Supreme Court in February, we argued that the court should not impede colleges and
universities pursuit of diversity, based on the following logic:

* Our nation's long tradition of government giving colleges and universities wide
latitude in academic matters has been critical to the preeminence of American higher
education;

* Leaders of every type of college and university hold student diversity to be
educationally valuable, and there is ample evidence supporting that belief; and
* The government has a compelling interest in maintaining the student diversity

needed to sustain the quality of American higher education.

The court specifically upheld the law school admissions policy as narrowly tailored and
constitutional, and while the court struck down the particular means employed by the
University of Michigan to achieve diversity in the undergraduate case, we are extremely
pleased to see that all of the majority and concurring opinions of the justices hold to the
same three principles set forth above. We applaud the University of Michigan for so
vigorously defending them.

Now comes the hard work of scrutinizing and implementing the details of these important
decisions. We are confident that colleges and universities, gratified that they can move
forward on the basis of a decision by the nation's highest court, will seek out the most
effective paths to diversity and thus fulfill their role in the nation's historic quest for equal
opportunity for all.
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