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Summary of the Amici Curiae Briefs in Support of the University of Michigan in Gratz v. Bollinger and Grutter v. Bollinger
Nearly fifty years ago, in Brown v. Board of Education, the Supreme Court recognized the value of research findings when it decided that racially segregated schools were unconstitutional.  Research continues to play a central role in assisting the courts on important questions of law, including the constitutionality of race-conscious admissions policies in higher education.  

The three amici curiae are among the nation’s leading associa​tions and institutions committed to improving the quality of higher education in the United States through scholarly inquiry, the exchange and dissemina​tion of in​formation, institutional reform, and public policy develop​ment. All three associations are strong supporters of diversity in higher education. All three are also deeply concerned about the presentation of credi​ble and reliable research evidence in support of diversity and race-conscious admissions.

Friend of the court briefs were filed in both the undergraduate case, Gratz v. Bollinger, and the law school case, Grutter v. Bollinger.  Each brief focuses on relevant research that bears on the questions of whether promoting educational diversity is a compelling interest and whether the admissions policies in question are narrowly tailored to advance the compelling interest in promoting diversity. There is an impressive body of research that has accumulated in recent years which demonstrates that experience with diversity both inside and outside the classroom leads to important educational benefits for all students—both minority and non-minority. Research also demonstrates that race-conscious policies are far more effective than race-neutral policies in promoting educational diversity.

Highlights of the Briefs:
· A wide variety of research studies, including surveys, longitudinal studies, and experiments, show that diverse learning environments promote improved learning and thinking, appreciation for democratic values and civic engagement, and better preparation for a diverse workforce and society (Gratz & Grutter Briefs)

· Expert evidence introduced at trial, in particular the report by Professor Patricia Gurin, is highly useful and reliable research evidence demonstrating the educational benefits of diversity (Grutter Brief)
· Research shows that race-neutral policies, including “percent plans” are ineffective alternatives to race-conscious admissions policies (Gratz & Grutter Briefs)

· Policies pursuing a “critical mass” of students are designed to prevent the harms of tokenism, which are well documented in research literature (Grutter Brief)

· Student body diversity and diverse learning environments can combat tokenism and stereotyping (Grutter Brief)

Amici Curiae: The American Educational Research Association (AERA) is the paramount interdisci​plinary research society in education and is dedicated to advancing science-based knowledge of educational systems and processes. Founded in 1916, it has over 20,000 individual members. The American Association for Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) is the leading national organization devoted to ad​vancing and strengthening liberal learning for all students, regardless of discipline. Since its founding in 1915, its membership has grown to more than 800 accredited public and private colleges and universities of every type and size. The American Association for Higher Education (AAHE) is a national organization of individuals dedicated to the common cause of improving the quality of higher education. Tracing its roots to 1879, AAHE has over 9,000 individual members. More information on each of the amici curiae is available on their individual web sites:  AERA (www.aera.net), AAC&U (www.aacu-edu.org), AAHE (www.aahe.org)

Contact Information:


· AERA – Felice J. Levine, Executive Director, (202) 223-9485

· AAC&U – Debra Humphreys, Vice President for Communications & Public Affairs, (202) 387-3760

· AAHE – Yolanda T. Moses, President, (202) 293-6440

Attorneys: The attorneys for the amici curiae are Angelo N. Ancheta (Counsel of Record), Lecturer on Law at the Harvard Law School, and Christopher F. Edley, Jr., Professor of Law at the Harvard Law School.  Contact information:  Angelo Ancheta – 124 Mt. Auburn Street, Suite 400 South, Cambridge, MA 02138. Phone: (617) 496-3240. E-Mail: ancheta@law.harvard.edu.  (The views expressed in these briefs do not necessarily reflect the official views of the Harvard Law School or of Harvard University.)

