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Clinical Legal Education Association 

to File an Amicus Curiae Brief

 to the United States Supreme Court in Grutter v. Bollinger
Washington, D.C.–February 17, 2003–The Clinical Legal Education Association (“CLEA”) announced today that it will submit an Amicus Curiae (friend of the Court) brief with the United States Supreme Court for its consideration in Grutter v. Bollinger, Case No. 02-0241, a case challenging the University of Michigan Law School’s consideration of an applicant’s race as one factor in its admissions process.  CLEA’s brief will be filed in support of the admissions policy, which was upheld by the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in 2002.  (CLEA also filed an amicus curiae brief in the Sixth Circuit.)  The Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments on April 1, 2003.

In its brief, CLEA will address the value of diversity in law school clinical education.  Clinical legal education encompasses students, supervised by clinical professors, representing clients or performing other legal work, as well as the use of simulated exercises (such as trial advocacy courses) designed to teach students to become ethical and competent attorneys.  Depending on the law school program, student-lawyers in law clinics under the supervision of clinical faculty may be expected to defend indigent criminal defendants, or to work on cases involving child advocacy, poverty law, low income housing, civil rights, and asylum and refugee law.  In most instances, 60% or more of the client base for law clinics consist of minorities with cultural and economic backgrounds, education levels, viewpoints, and sensibilities different from the student-lawyer.  CLEA will argue that diversity in law schools is important to enable law school clinics to train student-lawyers to work with clinic clients.  By having interaction with students different from themselves, student-lawyers of all races can learn skills they need to work with and effectively represent clinic clients.  CLEA will also argue that the positive effects of diversity cannot be fully realized, both for minority and non-minority students alike, without a critical mass of minority students.  Without diversity in law schools, CLEA will argue, law students can not be adequately trained to work successfully in the increasingly global practice of law.      

According to Professor Annette Ruth Appell, CLEA President and Professor of Law at the William S. Boyd School of Law at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas, “CLEA’s brief reflects the experiences of CLEA’s members.  Law school clinical professors have two goals: effectively serve clinic clients, and train student-lawyers to be fine lawyers.  Clinical professors know from experience that, without racial diversity in law schools, students participating in law school clinics are not as effective in working with clients, or as well-prepared to enter the multicultural practice of law after graduation.”    

CLEA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to expanding and improving clinical legal education;  encouraging, promoting and supporting clinical legal research and scholarship; and fostering communication among clinical law professors.  CLEA works cooperatively with other organizations interested in improving clinical and legal education, as well as the legal system itself.  CLEA currently counts as members more than 600 clinical law professors nationwide, who teach at approximately 180 of the 186 American Bar Association-accredited law schools.  The CLEA amicus brief is being prepared by Timothy A. Nelsen, Frances P. Kao, and Eric J. Gorman, of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom (Illinois).  
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