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Greenberg Traurig LLP CO-COUNSEL ON SUPREME COURT BRIEF 

in university of michigan cases

Joe Reeder Signatory and Co-Counsel

WASHINGTON, Monday, February 17, 2003 – The international law firm Greenberg Traurig LLP announced today that Joe Reeder, Mid-Atlantic Managing Shareholder and former Under Secretary of the U.S. Army, is a party and co-counsel with Carter Phillips, Managing Partner of Sidley, Austin, Brown & Wood, to the amicus brief to be filed on Tuesday, February 18, strongly supporting affirmative action in our nation’s officer corps. 

The amici are twenty-eight former top-ranking officers and civilian leaders of the Army, Navy, 

Air Force and Marine Corps, including military academy superintendents, former Secretaries of Defense and present and former U.S. Senate leaders.  These amici are deeply interested in the University of Michigan cases because the outcome will impact the diversity of America’s officer corps and, in turn, the military’s ability to fulfill its principle mission – to protect national security – because an effective military depends upon effective, respected leadership.  A diverse officer corps that fully reflects the diversity of the military lies at the heart of national defense and is necessary to further that compelling government interest.  

To advance that interest, the military academies have implemented race-conscious admissions programs carefully tailored to expand the number of highly qualified minority cadets or midshipmen.  However, the academies provide only 25 percent of the officer corps, with most of the officers coming from the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs of America’s colleges and universities.  These programs depend entirely on the admissions policies of their approximately 270 host colleges and universities.

 “Full integration and other policies combating discrimination are essential to good order, combat readiness and military effectiveness,” said Joe Reeder,  “The progress the military has made thus far must be protected and must continue.  An alternative that does not preserve both diversity and selectivity is no alternative at all.”

- more -

Amici represent two decades of accomplishment at the very highest positions in America’s military leadership, including: Lieutenant General Julius W. Becton, Jr.; Admiral Dennis Blair; 

Major General Charles Bolden; James M. Cannon; Lieutenant General Daniel W. Christman; 

General Wesley K. Clark; Senator Max Cleland; Admiral Archie Clemins; Honorable William Cohen; Admiral William J. Crowe; General Ronald R. Fogleman; General Joseph P. Hoar; Senator John Kerry; Admiral Charles R. Larson; Senator Carl Levin; Honorable Robert “Bud” McFarlane; 

General Carl E. Mundy, Jr.; General Lloyd W. Newton; Lieutenant General Tad J. Oelstrom; 

Honorable William Perry; Admiral Joseph W. Preueher; Senator Jack Reed; Honorable Joe Reeder; General Norman Schwarzkopf; General John M.D. Shalikashvili; General Hugh Shelton; 

General Gordon R. Sullivan; and General Anthony Zinni.  

About Greenberg Traurig LLP

Greenberg Traurig LLP is a full-service law firm that provides integrated solutions to clients worldwide. The firm tops The National Law Journal’s 2001 list of five-year growth leaders and is No. 19 on the publication's NLJ 250 listing of the country’s largest law firms. The firm’s attorneys combine legal, business and governmental experience with creativity to produce results for a broad spectrum of clients, ranging from emerging companies to Fortune 500 corporations.

Greenberg Traurig has nearly 900 lawyers and lobbyists practicing in 20 offices throughout the United States and Europe: New York; Miami; Washington, D.C.; Los Angeles; Chicago; Boston; Philadelphia; Morristown, N.J.; Atlanta; Phoenix; Denver; Tysons Corner, Va.; Orlando, Fla.; Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; West Palm Beach, Fla.; Boca Raton, Fla.; Tallahassee, Fla.; Wilmington, Del.; Amsterdam and Zurich.

For additional information about Greenberg Traurig, visit the firm’s Web site at www.gtlaw.com.
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