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The New America Alliance, a not-for-profit organization of American Latino business leaders who seek to promote the advancement of the American Latino community through economic and political empowerment and public advocacy supports University of Michigan’s defense of its affirmative action program in the United States Supreme Court.  The Alliance today filed in the Supreme Court an amicus curiae brief that argues the Michigan program should be upheld.


Many of the members of the Alliance, including chairman Moctesuma Esparza, producer of films such as Gods and Generals, Gettysburg, The Milagro Beanfield War, and Selena, are direct beneficiaries of affirmative action programs.  The Alliance hopes the Court will endorse the continued operation of these programs.


The Alliance’s amicus brief contends that the competitive consideration of race in admissions policies -- unlike racial classifications, preferences, and distinctions -- is race neutral and should be subjected solely to intermediate scrutiny.  The University of Michigan program easily survives such scrutiny because it is designed to select those students who are most likely to succeed and it successfully has operated to achieve that goal without including or excluding any students on the basis of race or ethnicity.


The Alliance amicus brief also contends that Federalism and First Amendment principles prohibit invocation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act to override a race neutral admissions program such as that at issue in this case.

#  #  #


For more information contact, Thomas R. Julin, 305-810-2516, counsel of record for The New American Alliance.








